2008 represented the start of a new online era for Koedoe, which provided us with a number of challenges and opportunities. The challenges lay in developing an entirely new publication and information dissemination system containing a number of new processes. The opportunities however, allowed us to build on Koedoes' 50 year publication history. The main opportunity for Koedoe lies in using the open access publication route, where all our articles are freely available via the World Wide Web. Further, all back issues of the journal will be available as PDF downloads by March 2009, additional special interest sections were added (for example, essays and book reviews) and the marketing strategy was expanded to reach a wider audience.
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As a result, 20 manuscripts were published online in 2008 and we hope they provide for interesting and varied reading. Furthermore, we greatly appreciate the patience and support of the authors and readers during this time of refurbishment. Below, I have included some statistics for 2008, in order to show the progress that has been made by Koedoe in just one year.
From the humble beginnings of only 178 web visitors in January 2008, to 2293 visitors in November (the month with the highest records), the Koedoe website received a total of 12,602 unique visitors for the year. Web traffi c was recorded from over 92 countries, with South Africa presenting the highest levels of activity (6.9 GB of information downloaded). Next was the United Kingdom (595 MB), Germany (415 MB), The Netherlands (400 MB) and Australia (266 MB), with a total 19.59 GB being downloaded. I hope that you will be as encouraged as I am by these fi gures, and ensure your support further, as either a contributing author or reader.
